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after me till I had recovered from the evil effects of
the English prison system.
When I reported with the car to Commandant
Mallin in Stephen's Green, he told me that he must
keep me. He said that owing to MacNeilTs calling
off the Volunteers a lot of the men who should have
been under him had had to be distributed round other
posts, and that few of those left him were trained to
shoot, so I must stay and be ready to take up the
work of a sniper. He took me round the Green and
showed me how the barricading of the gates and digging
trenches had begun, and he left me in charge of this
work while he went to superintend the erection of
barricades in the streets and arrange other work.
About two hours later he definitely promoted me to
be his second in command. This work was very
exciting when the fighting began. I continued round
and round the Green, reporting back if anything was
wanted, or tackling any sniper who was particularly
objectionable.
Madeleine ffrench Mullen was in charge of the Red
Cross and the commissariat in the Green. Some of
the girls had revolvers, and with these they sallied
forth and held up bread vans.
This was necessary because the first prisoner we
took was a British officer, and Commandant Mallin
treated him as such. He took his parole' as an officer
and a gentleman' not to escape, and he left him at
large in the Green before the gates were shut. This
English gentleman walked around and found out
all he could and then ' bunked.1
We had a couple of sick men and prisoners in the
Band-stand, the Red Cross flag flying to protect them.
The English in the Shelbourne turned a machine-gun
on to them. A big group of our girls were attending
to the sick, making tea for the prisoners or resting